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SITE VISIT FOR ENE 125
[image: ]     The Dominion/Low Moor Power Station just north of Low Moor, Virginia, produces enough electricity to power about 15,000 homes, using oil as its fuel.  As part of the ENE 125 class on Wind Power Delivery Systems, 12 students from the WTST program toured this local facility as an orientation to the equipment used to modify locally produced power to make it ready for the grid.
     Low Moor consists of four 15-megawatt combustion turbines that are operated during times of peak customer demand for electricity, on the hottest summer days and coldest winter days.  As such, our visit on September 16th was a quiet one that allowed us to view the combustion turbines.  The picture is of Bob Gallahan, Site Engineer and Chuck Bartocci, Program Head – WTST, discussing the operation of the Low Moor Power Station.  Our third semester students are looking forward to other site visits that will enhance their understanding of the wind industry.
 


Meet Adam……

     When you first arrive at the DSLCC web site you’re greeted by a young fellow standing atop a wind turbine.  The gentleman’s name is Adam Quesenberry.  He is one of the students in the Wind Turbine Service Technician’s program.  This past summer he was an intern at a large wind energy facility learning the tasks and routines that are part of the regular maintenance program for these huge machines.  Working for one of the nation’s largest independent wind energy companies allowed Adam to gain valuable experience that could lead to full-time employment.  “The folks I worked with were just great,” Adam said when asked about his summer experiences, “I worked with a team of technicians, doing everything from identifying maintenance-related issues to climbing the towers and performing various tasks.”  The company Adam was associated with produces over 2,200 megawatts of clean energy, which can provide enough power for approximately two million homes.  
     If you are interested in providing an internship position for one of the Wind Turbine students, please contact Earl Dodrill at 540-863-2902 or Chuck Bartocci at 540-863-2892.
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For more information, please contact:
Chuck Bartocci (540)863-2892
Earl Dodrill (540) 863-2902
    Summer Days
[image: br20]     Man it was a long, hot and dry summer! Wild fires across the west and flooding in the East.  Polarized congressional leadership seemed to dominate the news.  It seemed turmoil and trouble were everywhere.  The wind industry was no exception.  After attending meetings and pursuing permits and ordinances I encountered more debates.  The differences of opinion, both valuable, were strong in logic and passion.  However, neither would accept the others valid points of view.   I realized such divergence seemed to be the rule of the day,      
     We recently took three large groups (educators, government officials, curious citizens, and local leaders) on tours of the Beech Ridge Energy Center.  To a person, friend or foe of wind energy, all came away with a very positive assessment of their experience.  Q&A with Beech Ridge officials and corporate representatives answered every question openly and honestly.  All communities should have such outstanding corporate citizens.
     At the end of the hot day, the turbines are riding the easterly wave of investment.  Research continues to bring about improved technologies, superior ordinances, demand for renewable energy sources, and lowered carbon footprint overcoming historically unfavorable images, noises, and experiences.  Even positive perceptions of turbine aesthetics have prevailed like a cool lemonade or sweet tea sipped in the shade of granny's front porch.  Now if we could just get the weather and politicians to coalesce.  -Earl Dodrill
[image: ]                                                                   


DSLCC extends sincere thanks to Invenergy, LLC of Chicago for a generous contribution to the Wind Turbine Service Technology tower project on the Clifton Forge campus.  The support of employer partners in the establishment and development of the program is invaluable and very much appreciated.
               
 (
Career Fair
DSLCC will hold a Wind Industry Career Fair on Friday December 9
th
, 2011 at 10:00 a.m., in Scott Hall.  If you are interested in recruiting well trained, qualified employees for your company please contact Phyllis Bartley at 540-863-2887 by Friday, November 11, 2011.  The college will provide lunch and private rooms to complete interviews of potential candidates
. 
) (
ADVISORY MEETING
We will hold the 2
nd
 annual WTST Advisory Committee Meeting on Tuesday, November 8, 2011.  We will meet in the Moomaw Center, on the Dabney S. Lancaster Community College main campus, at 5:30 p.m. for a brief welcome by Dr. Teaff along with light refreshments.  Afterward we will move to the WTST classroom/labs to discuss objectives for the upcoming year.  If you are not part of the Advisory Committee, but would like to be, Please contact Mr. Chuck Bartocci at 
cbartocci@dslcc.edu
 or Mr. Earl Dodrill at 
edodrill@dslcc.edu
)
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