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An Overview of the Nursing Programs

1.
The Practical Nursing Program

The Practical Nursing (PN) program at DSLCC consists of three semesters (47 semester credit hours) of full-time study. After successful completion of this program, students earn a Certificate in Practical Nursing and are eligible to take the National Council Licensing Examination for practical nursing. The Practical Nursing Program is approved by the Virginia State Board of Nursing.  For more information about the PN Program, see page 3 of this packet.

Many of the graduates of the PN program decide to continue their education and become registered nurses (RNs). By entering the Associate Degree program at DSLCC, students will only need two more semesters of class work!

2. The Associate Degree Nursing Program

The Associate Degree Nursing (ADN) program at DSLCC is for students who have completed a Certificate in Practical Nursing and who want to become registered nurses (RNs). This program consists of two semesters of study (24 semester credit hours). 

Students who successfully complete this program earn an Associate of Applied Science Nursing Degree. They are then eligible to take the National Council Licensing Examination for registered nursing. The ADN Program is fully accredited by the National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission (NLNAC), which may be reached at (404) 975-5000

 or 3343 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 500, Atlanta, GA 30326. For more information about the ADN program, see page 11.

Students who received their certificate in practical nursing from another school, or who completed their certificate more than a year ago may enter the ADN program after completing the LPN Bridge program.

3. The LPN Bridge Program

The LPN Bridge Program is a three-credit class that helps to prepare LPNs who completed their certificates at other schools of nursing, or who have been out of the DSLCC nursing program for a year, prepare to enter the ADN Program. There are several classes that must be completed before admission to the LPN Bridge program. For more about the LPN Bridge program, see page 13.

The Practical Nursing Program

The Practical Nursing Program at DSLCC is designed to prepare selected students to qualify as contributing members of the health team in a variety of health service facilities. Practical nurses render safe, direct patient care to patients with usual or expected outcomes under the supervision of practitioners with higher degrees.

After successful completion of the PN program, students will be eligible to take the National Council Licensure Examination leading to licensure as a practical nurse (LPN). The Virginia State Board of Nursing has the power to deny the opportunity to take the exam if the applicant has willfully committed a felony/misdemeanor under laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia or of the United States.

The PN program is three semesters long. The program begins each year in August and is completed the following August. Admission to the PN program is based on completion of the requirements that are described on page 6.

 ADMISSION TO THE COLLEGE DOES NOT MEAN ADMISSION TO THE PN PROGRAM.

After completion of the PN program, students may enter the ADN Program and complete their Associate of Applied Science in nursing degree. For more information about this program, see page 11.

IMPORTANT: DENIAL OF LICENSE

Code of Virginia # 54-367.32: The Nursing Board shall have the power to deny . . .   (a nursing license) . . .  upon proof that the person:

a.
Is guilty of fraud or deceit in procuring or attempting to procure a license;

b.
Is guilty of a felony or of a crime involving moral turpitude;

c.
Is unfit or incompetent by reason of negligence, habits or other causes;
d.
Is addicted to the use of alcohol or habit-forming drugs

e.
Is mentally or physically incompetent; or

f.
Is guilty of unprofessional conduct

The Practical Nursing Program

 Curriculum

	Semester
	Required Courses
	Credit

Hours
	Total

Credits

	Semester I

(Fall)
	SDV 100  Orientation

BIO 141   Anatomy & Physiology I

ENG 111  College Composition I

HLT 138  Principles of Nutrition

PNE 161  Nursing in Health Changes I
NUR 105  Nursing Skills

NUR 135  Drug Dosage Calculations
	1

4

3

1

6

2

1

18
	18

	Semester II

(Spring)
	BIO 142   Anatomy & Physiology II

PSY 230  Developmental Psychology 

PNE 162  Nursing in Health Changes II


	4

3

11
18
	36

	Semester III

(Summer)
	ENG 112  College Composition II

BIO 149  Microbiology for Allied Health*

PNE 188  Nursing Concepts III

PNE 143  Applied Nursing Skills
	3

1

6

1
11
	47


After successful completion of these courses, students will be granted a certificate in practical nursing and will be eligible to take boards for PN Licensure.

*Students who plan to continue their education and ultimately get their baccalaureate degree may wish to substitute BIO 150: Introductory Microbiology (4 credits) in place of BIO 149.

Taking Classes Prior to Admission

to the PN Program
Non-nursing Courses
Students are encouraged to take classes that do not have a PNE or a NUR prefix prior to admission to the nursing program. Examples of these courses are SDV 100: Orientation and BIO 141: Anatomy and Physiology I. Admission preference will be given to students who have completed Anatomy & Physiology I(BIO 141), Nutrition (HLT 138), and either Anatomy & Physiology II (BIO 142) or Drug Dosage Calculations (NUR 135).
NUR 135: Drug Dosage Calculations 

Students may take this course before entering the nursing program.  If the student does not enter the nursing program within two years after completion of the course, the student must either retake or challenge the course. Pre-requisite: all required remedial math.
Non-curricular Courses that are used to calculate GPA
Courses that are not part of the nursing curriculum, but are used when calculating the curricular GPA include HLT 250, HCT 110, HLT 106, HLT 121, HLT 143/144, and HLT 145.  
Admission Requirements

for the PN Program

There are ten requirements that must be met before you may be considered for admission into the nursing program. The academic advisors in Student Services will help you determine if you have met these requirements or what you need to do to meet these requirements. 

1. Graduation from high school or GED

Students must have either graduated from high school or have completed their GED. High school seniors may apply for admission to the program and may be admitted pending their graduation.

2.  High School Courses
In order to be admitted to the nursing program, you must have at least a “C” average in high school. If you have completed 10 or more college credits, your college grades will be considered rather than your high school grades. There are also three courses that you will need to have completed with at least a “C”. These courses may be taken either in high school or at DSLCC.

	HIGH SCHOOL COURSE
	DSLCC EQUIVALENT

	Biology
	BIO 20*

	Algebra
	MTH 03

	Chemistry
	NAS 05


*The requirement for BIO 20 may be waived if the applicant has successfully completed BIO 141 and BIO 142 prior to admission to the nursing program.
3.  Transcripts
You must provide transcripts from your high school and from any other colleges that you have attended. You will need to contact these schools and ask that an official copy of your transcript be sent to DSLCC.  The address is:

Nursing Office
Dabney S. Lancaster Community College

P. O. Box 1000

Clifton Forge, VA 24422-1000

Admission Requirements for the PN Program

4. Admission to the College

You must be admitted to DSLCC before you can be considered for admission to the nursing program. ADMISSION TO THE COLLEGE DOES NOT GUARANTEE ADMISSION TO THE NURSING PROGRAM.
5. Academic Placement Test Scores 

You will need to take placement tests to determine if you need any remedial work. If remedial work is required, it must be completed before you will be considered for admission to the nursing program.

	PLACEMENT  TEST
	REQUIRED SCORE

	Compass Reading Test
	89 or higher

	Compass Writing Test
	78 or higher

	Compass Pre-Algebra Test
	30 or higher

	Compass Algebra Test
	35 or higher

	Asset Reading Test
	44 or higher

	Asset Writing Test
	44 or higher

	Asset Pre-Algebra Test
	41 or higher

	Asset Algebra Test
	28 or higher


6. 
Nursing Entrance Exam – Upon completion of all academic placement testing and remedial requirements, the nursing assessment test must be passed successfully before admission is considered.  Fee for this test is the responsibility of the student and is paid to the Business Office prior to testing.  The receipt for payment must be presented to the Testing Administrator when you arrive for the test.
7.      Health Form - Once you have met other admission requirements for the nursing program, you will need to complete a health certificate. It will include immunization requirements. A drug screen will be required after the nursing orientation.  The ppd (TB test) and drug screen is required yearly. The drug screen may also be required randomly.  
8.
Criminal Background Check – after admission, but before you begin clinical rotations, you must pass a criminal background check.  Individual agencies may require additional background checks.
9.
CPR – after admission, but before you begin hospital rotations, you must complete a CPR course inclusive of adult, child, and infant CPR.

Admission Requirements for the PN Program

10.
Preference will be given for completion of BIO 141, BIO 142, and HLT 138 prior to fall enrollment.  Admission may be granted contingent upon completion prior to entering the nursing program and maintenance of required GPA.
UPON COMPLETION OF ALL ABOVE REQUIREMENTS, A STUDENT MAY PROGRESS TO THE NURSING APPLICATION PHASE:

1.
Nursing Application Form

You will need to complete a nursing application form. These forms are available from the nursing secretary or on-line at www.dslcc.edu/VPISS/tech_allied/tech_allied_programs/nursing/index.html
2. 
Interview with the Nursing Program Head
After you have met the other requirements, you will need to set up an appointment for an interview with the nursing program head. The nursing secretary can assist you with this.
3.
The Point System
A point system will be used to rank students for admission based on the courses they have completed and their grades. The point system is described on page 9; the relevant dates for points are shown on page 10.

STUDENTS WHO HAVE NOT COMPLETED A&P COURSES, NUTRITION COURSE, OR CRITICAL THINKING TEST MAY BE CONSIDERED FOR ADMISSION IF THERE ARE OPENINGS AUGUST 1-16.

Point System for Admission

To the PN Program

If less than 10 college credits have been completed, your high school GPA will be used. College grades older than 5 years may be forgiven.  Only those courses that are required in the nursing curriculum will be used to determine GPA.  Courses that are repeated will be averaged (i.e. if BIO 141 is taken twice, both grades will be averaged to use as the BIO 141 grade).
	G.P.A.
	POSSIBLE POINTS
	POINTS EARNED

	3.6 or higher
	9
	    

	3.2 – 3.599
	7
	

	2.8 – 3.199
	4
	

	2.5 – 2.799
	2
	

	2.0 – 2.499
	1
	

	Courses Taken
	POSSIBLE POINTS
	POINTS EARNED

	Earned Baccalaureate Degree
	5
	

	All Support Courses Completed (or enrolled in)
	5
	

	All PN Support Courses Completed 

(or enrolled in)
	4
	

	9 credits + 2 Biology’s + Nutrition
	3
	

	15 Credits in the Nursing Curriculum
	2
	

	10 Credits in the Nursing Curriculum
	1
	

	Course Grades
	POSSIBLE POINTS
	POINTS EARNED

	BIO 141
	A=3     B=2     C=1
	

	BIO 142
	A=3     B=2     C=1
	

	BIO 149 (or BIO 150)
	A=3     B=2     C=1
	

	HLT 138 
	A=3     B=2     C=1
	

	NUR 135
	A=3     B=2     C=1
	

	HLT 250
	A=3     B=2     C=1
	

	High School Seniors
	POSSIBLE POINTS
	POINTS EARNED

	H.S. Advanced Courses & Ranked in Upper 10% of Class
	3
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	


How Does the Point System Work?

[image: image1.png]



The point system is used to rank students for admission by the courses they have completed and by their grades.  Students with twelve or more points are admitted earlier according to the schedule described below.  The criterion used for assigning points is described on page 9.

Applications for admission to the nursing program will be accepted beginning January 2 of each year from students who have met all other pre-requisite requirements described on page 6.

Beginning January 2 (November 2 for LPN Bridge), students from the service region with at least 12 of the 25 points and a minimum GPA of 3.0 will be admitted on a first come-first served basis.

Beginning February 1, students with at least 12 of the 25 possible points and has a minimum GPA of 3.0 will continue to be admitted on a first come-first served basis.  This category will include students from the service region as well as up to 10 West Virginia students (since West Virginia clinical facilities are used) and up to 5 in-state/out of service region students who work in areas utilized by the nursing program for clinical rotations.

After March 1 (January 2 for LPN Bridge), service area will not be a factor for admission.

After June 1 (February 1 for LPN Bridge)), students will be accepted based on the highest number of points.  A minimum GPA of 2.7 and minimum points of 10 will be required.

After August 1 (or February 15 for LPN Bridge), students will be accepted based on the highest number of points.  A minimum GPA of 2.5 and minimum points of 10 will be required.

After August 15 (or 1st day of Bridge), faculty will review the qualifications of students with less than 10 points and a GPA of less than of 2.5 and rank them for possible admission.

ALL WAITING LISTS WILL BE ELIMINATED WHEN FALL CLASSES COMMENCE.  Students wishing to be considered the following fall must reapply.

The Associate Degree

Nursing Program

The Associate Degree Nursing (ADN) program at DSLCC is a two-semester program designed to prepare graduates of a PN program for practice as a registered nurse (RN). Students who successfully complete this program will be awarded an Associate of Applied Sciences degree.


The nurse who completes an ADN program is a technical nurse who provides safe, direct nursing care in acute and non-acute settings. The technical nurse makes independent nursing assessments and may delegate care activities to health team members with similar or less academic preparation.

After successful completion of the ADN program, students will be eligible to take the National Council Licensure Examination leading to licensure as a registered nurse (RN). The Virginia State Board of Nursing has the power to deny the opportunity to take the exam if the applicant has willfully committed a felony/misdemeanor under laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia or of the United States. Information pertaining to the denial of licensure is provided on page 3 of this booklet.


Graduates of the PN program at DSLCC are automatically eligible for admission to the ADN program. Those who wait a year or more before entering the ADN program will be required to have two recommendations from faculty and will need to take the LPN Bridge program that is described on page 13. Students who completed their certificate of practical nursing at another school will also need to complete the LPN Bridge program.

The Associate Degree Nursing Program Curriculum

Students must have completed a Certificate in Practical nursing before entering this program. If the Certificate was earned from another school, or was earned more than one year ago, students must enter through the LPN Bridge program.

	Semester
	Required Courses
	Credit

Hours
	Total

Credits

	Semester I

(Fall)
	_______   Humanities Elective

NUR 205  Introduction to Second Level

                 Nursing

NUR 226  Health Assessment
	3

6

2
11
	11



	Semester II

(Spring)
	______    Social Science Elective

ITE 115   Computer Literacy
NUR 208  Acute Medical Surgical 

                 Nursing

NUR 254  Dimensions of Professional 

                 Nursing
	3

3
6

1
13
	24



After successful completion of these courses, students will be granted an Associate of Applied Science degree and will be eligible to take boards for R.N. Licensure.

The LPN Bridge Program
LPNs from other programs may be admitted to the second level of the program in the fall semester if they meet the following requirements:

1. Completion of the admission requirements for the PN program. These requirements are described on page 6.

2. Copy of LPN license
3. Current CPR Certification

4. Completion of the courses described on page 14. These courses

         must be completed before entry into the program.

Many students have been able to test out of some or all of these courses. Credits-by-exam are available to LPNs for BIO 141, BIO 142, BIO 149, PSY 230, HLT 138, and NUR 135 at no charge.  If you are interested in testing out of any of these courses, please see the nursing secretary.

CLEP exams are available in ENG 111 and ENG 112. There is a charge for taking these exams. Please see an academic advisor in Student Services for further information.

Courses taken at other institutions may be transferred to DSLCC according to the policy described in the college handbook.  In order to earn a nursing degree at DSLCC at least 17 credits must be earned at the college.

5.
A three-credit course on nursing process and skill review that will be offered in the spring semester will be required prior to enrollment in the nursing program. This course is NUR 115: LPN Transition.

Students who are LPNs and have previously attended an RN program will be required to complete all nursing courses required in the Bridge after acceptance into the program. If the student attended a VCCS ADN program and successfully completed any of these courses within the past two years, an exemption from the course will be made if the course average was 85 or above, and a credit-by-exam may be attempted if the course average was not below 80.
LPNs who have previously completed the first level of the DSLCC nursing program and who are re-entering the college to complete the RN portion of the program will also need to meet these requirements.  
The LPN Bridge Program

 Curriculum

Students must have completed a Certificate in Practical Nursing before entering this program.

	Semester
	Required Courses
	Credit

Hours
	Total

Credits

	Courses Required Before Entering the Bridge
	SDV 100  Orientation

BIO 141   Anatomy & Physiology I

ENG 111 College Composition I

BIO 142   Anatomy & Physiology II

ENG 112 College Composition II

PSY 230  Developmental Psychology

HLT 138  Principles of Nutrition
BIO 149   Microbiology for Allied Health*

NUR 135 Drug Dosage  Calculations

	1

4

3

4

3

3

1

1

1
21
	21


	Spring
	NUR 115 LPN Transition Course
	3
	24


	Semester I

(Fall)
	_______   Humanities Elective

NUR 205  Introduction to Second Level

                 Nursing

NUR 226  Health Assessment
	3

6

2
11
	35


	Semester II

(Spring)
	______    Social Science Elective

ITE 115   Computer Literacy
NUR 208  Acute Medical Surgical 

                 Nursing

NUR 254  Dimensions of Professional 

                 Nursing
	3

3
6

1
13
	48


After successful completion of these courses, students will be granted an Associate of Applied Science degree and will be eligible to take boards for RN Licensure.

*Students who plan to continue their education and ultimately get their baccalaureate degree may wish to substitute BIO 150: Introductory Microbiology (4 credits) in place of BIO 149.

 Important Names and Numbers

Nursing:
Judy Coleman, RN, MSN
Nursing Program Head 

540-863-2843 

jcoleman@dslcc.edu
Julia Carter

DSLCC Nursing Secretary

540-863-2838

jcarter@dslcc.edu
Nursing Advisor:
Joy Broyles
863-2861
Other:
Lorri Wilhelm Ferguson
DSLCC Registrar 

540-863-2823

Cynthia Boteler

Testing Administrator

540-863-2828

DSLCC Bookstore

540-863-2908

DSLCC Financial Aid Office

540-863-2821

DSLCC Library

540-863-2864
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