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145 Receive Diplomas at 42nd DSLCC Commencement


One hundred forty-five students received associate degrees, certificates and career studies certificates during the 42nd commencement exercises at Dabney S. Lancaster Community College May 15.  Dr. Michael Scott, Interim Vice President for Instruction and Student Services, presided over the ceremonies, which were held before a capacity crowd at the DSLCC Convocation Center on the main campus in Clifton Forge. 

Guest speaker Dr. Daniel LaVista, executive director of the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, encouraged the graduates to stand up for their own individuality. “The world needs independent thinkers,” he said. He also remarked on DSLCC’s slogan, “It’s All About Where You’re Going.” “This is what it’s all about,” he said. “And where are you headed?”


Student speakers were Sarah-Lynn Wight-Cameron and Savana Yacoub. Tonja Paxton, president of the DSLCC Student Senate, presented the Gary Lee Miller Outstanding Graduate Award to Linda A. Kern.


DSLCC President Dr. Richard R. Teaff recognized two DSLCCC faculty members who have served the College for many years: Bruce Olson, retired Associate Professor of Health and Physical Education, who served as commencement marshal, and Laurel Reid, Director of the Learning Resources Center. 

Faculty marshals were Ann May, Assistant Professor of Nursing, and Dr. Sandra K. Smock, Director of Student Support Services.  Flag bearers were Mindy Taliaferro and Savana Yacoub. The procession was led into and out of the Convocation Center by the Virginia Highlands Pipes and Drums. Special music was provided by Nancy and James Mathias, accompanied by Alvaro Carrea, and Susan Parker Potter. Dr. James C. Bradford, Jr., chairman of the DSLCC Board, gave the invocation and introduced the guest speaker. 


A reception was held in Moomaw Center immediately following the ceremony. 

